
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board December 7, 2009

Present:   Kathy Moore, Tom Conklin,Terry Schwendeman, Randy Grippin, Jon Kusler, Jim Hamilton (Town Board liason), Gerry Chartier (Planning Board), Tim Lippert (Planning Board)

Guest: Roy Lamberton, grant coordinator for Onesquesthaw-Coeymans Watershed Council

Other guests: Dawn Jordan, Ron Jordan, Pat & Helen Lounsbury. Diane Cooke.
Meeting called to order 7:34 PM

Mr Lamberton gave a presentation about the scientific studies that have been done on the Onesquesthaw-Coeymans (O-C) Watershed.  A very substantial database has been assembled covering many aspects of the hydrology, ecology and geology of the area from its source in Helderberg Lake to its mouth at the Hudson River.  They would like to transform the watershed management study into a watershed management plan.

He would like to invite a representative from the Town of Berne to explore the conclusions of the O-C study, someone who is willing to participate in a focus group, Tues Jan 12 6:30 PM at Bethlehem Town Hall. They have assigned reps from all the other Towns so far.  

Some discussion ensued about the portions of the watershed in the Town of Berne.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The regular meeting of the CB was called to order 8:17 PM.  

Randy moved to accept minutes.  Minutes accepted.

Switzkill Natural Area: 

Terry received an email from Jonathan Pollei of TGI.  He asked about a section of his trail that is water-saturated; he was asking for help.  Jon Kusler will take a look at it.  

Terry looked into SNA boundaries, but didn’t find anything specific; she is still looking and will ask Mr. Conboy.  But she did find the boundaries for the Fox Creek Park.

Terry has requested more chips for the SNA trails.

Wetlands Delineation:

Jon Kusler provided a copy of the NYS Freshwater Delineations Manual dated 1995.  He will continue to look into the possibility of getting training for the group.

Fox Creek Park:  Tom will continue to pursue ideas concerning a management plan for this park.  We met Nov. 12 and reviewed the needs for maintenance and long-term management.

 Annual Report:  Terry is looking for additions/corrections/edits before filing with the Town.

Site Reviews:

Junco: Lot line adjustment.  No reason for CB to get involved. 

Chrysler:  looking for a variance for a building 30 feet from the road.  The intent for the building is to have a place to work on personal equipment.  Construction has already begun started. It is adjacent to Switzkill Road.  The CB will look at it  9 AM Friday 12/11.  

Nagengast:  CB did a site visit on Nov 12.  Terry has drafted a report.  We didn’t find much in the way of environmental issues.

Other Business:  

Jim H. noted that an update from the Comprehensive Plan committee was available as noted in the PB minutes, pertaining to summary statements regarding wind energy.  The survey results will be published/summarized at some point in the future.  A discussion of the approach to analysis & summary of the survey results ensued.

Re: Verizon cell towers.  Gerry mentioned that RF Compliance  Tests were supposed to be done outline of the test has been submitted by consultant.  PB is going to make some modifications.  Want a map of where the readings will be done make sure there is adequate, meaningful coverage.  Want to make sure that all necessary notifications are done to make sure that people can observe the process.  

Terry brought some resources concerning local environmental ordinances from Pace Law School.  She asks if we would each choose different topics for closer examination in this document.  There is a joint planning meeting January 21st 7:30 PM.  Gerry suggests that we bring our ideas from this document to this meeting.   Jon K. suggests that we “clean up the process” for environmental reviews.  New ordinances may not be required, rather revamping procedures.  The CB for instance is not mentioned in regulations .  

Meeting Adjourned 9:00 PM

Next Meeting Jan 11, 2010 at 7:30.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathleen E. Moore


